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Articles about chapter events and the members 
present, technical subjects, and personal 
experiences that would be of interest to the Mid-
Atlantic Chapter (MAC) membership are welcome 
for inclusion in the Signal Seeker. In addition 
classified advertisements may be submitted for 
inclusion as space permits. Email is the preferred 
means, but we have the ability to scan both text 
and pictures if you send them by mail.

MAC

Issue Date Articles Due Publish Date

Spring March 15 March 29 
Summer June 1 June 15
Fall September 1 September 15
Winter December 1 December 15

Signal Seeker Schedule

Business cards must be no larger than 2-inches by 
3.5 inches. Yearly Rates; MAC members: $20.00, 
non-members; $30.00

Member corvette related classified “Wanted and Parts for 
Sale” are free; however, they cannot be carried over to the 
next issue unless requested before the issue deadline.

Advertising requests should be sent to:

MAC Chairman: 
K.C. Strawmyre at suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com

Cc: Signal Seeker editors at jocarpenter@comcast.net,
   or secarpenter@comcast.net

Full Year 
(4 issues)

Single 
Issue

Full Page (8.5” x 11”) $250.00 $65.00
Half Page $140.00 $35.00
Quarter Page $75.00 $20.00
1/16 Page $50.00 $15.00

Commercial Advertising

Business Card Advertising
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Elected Officers
Chairman K.C. Strawmyre
Vice Chairman Bill Herbaugh
Treasurer Dave Gray
Secretary Bob Baird
Judging Chairman John Yglesias
Regional Directors
Northeastern Jim & Diane Hofferbert  
Southeastern Ken & Marti Hartzog
Southwestern Page Campbell
Northwestern Ron & Sharon Wilson

2011 MAC Board of Directors

Contact MAC Chairman,
K.C. Strawmyre

at

*  *  *

*  *  *
for more information

suestrawmyre@embarqmail.com

Appointed Board Members   Alternate
Charitable Activities Jim Hofferbert Vacant
Historian Vacant Vacant
Membership Manager Reid Newcomb Vacant
Merchandise Manager Diane Hofferbert Vacant
Nat’l Corvette Museum Ambassador Dick Schmid Vacant
NCRS Chapter Awards Representative Martha Baird Vacant
Personal Property Manager Bob Baird Vacant
Signal Seeker Editors-in-Chief John Carpenter & Susan Carpenter n/a
Signal Seeker Pub. & Distribution Larry Negley & Ron Wilson n/a
Technical Advisors Mike McCagh & Jeremy Turner n/a
Web Site Manager Gary Wilkerson Leslie Lemish
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2011
MAC Schedule of Events

We at MAC take great pride in welcoming our new members. 
Our chapter has been growing and striving to meet new 
challenges since 1982. Our members come from a variety 
of backgrounds, some with expertise on restorations, some 
with knowledge of Corvette history and some who just enjoy 
taking an occasional drive on a Sunday afternoon. Whatever 
your interests may be, please take some time to mark your 
calendar with our upcoming events and activities. As always, 
we look forward to seeing you and your family attending MAC 
events (your car or cars to be included of course). Should you 
have any membership questions, please call Reid Newcomb 
at (410) 726-2045, email newcomb.reid@comcast.net or 
contact any MAC officer.

MAC 
Membership

Reid Newcomb

Welcome 
New Members

John & Mary Ann Woodard
Williamsburg, VA 23188

bikesw@hotmail.com
 

Ronan & Carrie Dillard
Brunswick, MD 21716

carriedill@aol.com
 

Kathleen Kennedy
Vienna, VA 22182
kekenn@aol.com

 
Dave & Bridget Kitch

Export, PA 15632
dmkitch@comcast.net

 
Peter J. & Janet Rutledge

Woodbridge, VA 22192-5741
prutledge3@comcast.net

Oct 6 – 8	 Regional:	Northern	California/
	 Southern	California	Chapters
	 Sacramento, CA

Oct 16 Delaware	Valley	Chapter	Meet 
 “31st	Run	for	the	Ribbons”
	 West Chester, PA

Oct 27 – 29	 Regional:	Texas	Chapter	
	 Waco, TX

Nov 19	 Annual	Meeting
	 Hotel TBD, Front Royal, VA

Dec 8	 MAC	Western	Regional
	 Christmas	Dinner
	 Omni Bedford Springs Resort, Bedford, PA
	 Ron Wilson
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Cooler weather has arrived. That means fall is just 
around the corner. We had great summer events; 

hope you could attend some of them. The National 
Convention was in Novi, MI this year and it was a great 
event. It was good to see many of our members there. 
They had a lot of nice cars and plenty of great attractions 
to see. A reminder: the MAC chapter is hosting the 
2013 National Convention in Hampton, VA. We will be 
looking for a lot of volunteers. 

Corvettes at Carlisle had some extra excitement this 
year due to Hurricane Irene. Everyone came early trying 
to miss the storm. Thanks to Bill and JoAnn Sangrey for 
opening their home on Friday night to everyone for great 
finger food, snacks and drinks. Our picnic was Saturday 
night, I know a lot of you folks had to leave early, but we 
still had fun. Thanks to Mike and Connie Hair for helping 
with that event. 

K.C. Strawmyre

Chairman’s Message

MAC held a chapter meet in Hampton, VA on September 
10; we had some fine cars to judge and a chance to tour 
the Hampton Convention Center facility. Did I mention 
that is where the 2013 National will be held? (Well, I 
guess I did!) There is plenty of indoor space and a big 
enough outside area so there should be no trouble 
putting on the show. Just remember to say yes when 
you’re asked to volunteer.

Please try to attend the MAC Annual Meeting, coming up 
in November. (See MAC Schedule of Events on opposite 
page.) This is the general business meeting where we 
will elect chapter officers for the next year. All members 
are welcome and I encourage you to offer comments 
and suggestions. This is your club. I would like to see 
everyone there. 

How to Get Published
You don’t have to create a novel. An article for Signal Seeker is 
all it takes.

A short paragraph for “tech tips” or a “did you know?” blurb 
works great. Few subjects are taboo. Have you found a great 
road to ride or have you discovered what not to do when 
working on your restoration? Feel free to send us a small 
article about a small project or a large article about a large 
project or even a large article about a small project! Pictures 
are always welcome with those stories. If you haven’t got 
the time or desire to write an article, send us an outline. 
We’ll write the story and send it to you for your review and 
blessing. And you get the byline and the credit! Remember, another MAC 
member is facing an issue like you did and your help will be appreciated 
more than you can imagine. 

Your Signal Seeker Editors,
John and Sue Carpenter
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Hello fellow MAC members.  This has certainly been 
a summer of summers and one I won’t forget right 

away. Between oppressive heat, tropical storm floods, 
hurricane winds, earthquakes, and forest fires I’d say that 
we’ve experienced many of the weather and geological 
events available to us in this part of the USA.  With the 
publication of this issue, summer is drawing to a close.  
We’ve enjoyed a significant variety of Corvette events 
including the 2011 National Road Tour and Convention 
in Novi, Michigan, Corvettes at Carlisle, the Sangrey’s 
open house and Valley Pride Restorations’ 10th Annual 
Picnic at the Strawmeyer’s Potpourri Factory, and a 
MAC judging event in beautiful Hampton, VA, site of 
the 2013 National that our chapter will be hosting.  We 
have a couple more events remaining for 2011 and then 
the year will come to a close. Come on out and join your 
club.  We have a great time!

I want to thank all of the contributors who took time to 
take photos and prepare interesting, informative and 
entertaining articles for Signal Seeker. Our newsletter 

John Carpenter

Editor’s
Note

is only as good as our members’ submissions.  I enjoy 
working with everybody to develop an interesting 
newsletter but, as I’ve said in the past, I can’t do it 
without you.  No horse is too dead to beat on, so to 
repeat myself, I continue to be in need of technical 
articles for the newsletter. Please feel free to provide any 
“real world” inputs about any topics you feel are of value 
to our MAC members. You don’t have to create a novel 
and it doesn’t have to be “perfectly” written. A short “tech 
tips” or a “did you know?” blurb works great. A “road to 
ride” or “don’t do this” article is always welcome to help 
fill in empty spaces. If you had a great experience with a 
specific purchase related to your Corvette or you had a 
not-so-great experience, write it up. Everybody deserves 
earned visibility across our community. 

This issue is fairly well jam-packed so I’ll keep it short 
this time.  I look forward to seeing you at our fall events.  
Email me anytime at jocarpenter@comcast.net. Have a 
nice fall season.

NCM Ambassador 
Report

Dick Schmid

Greetings from Tennessee to everyone. I always look 
forward to my mini reunions at Carlisle; getting to 

renew friendships is great. I belong to three Corvette 
clubs, but MAC is my anchor. 

Due to home demands there has not been the 
opportunity to personally attend the Museum events. 
However, I can keep up to date on some of the activities.

The Bash was held  for C5/C6 group and the Centennial 

Edition Corvette was debuted. Our wounded veterans 
were given their special day partnering with the Corvette 
Racing team and Mobil 1 Racing sponsors. The 
Gathering had a little competion and gained support 
for the Motorsports Park which is getting closer to 
becoming a reality.

The best way to really keep up to date on all the activities 
is be an NCM member and get the America’s Sports Car 
magazine.
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As if by magic, the winds and rain of 
Hurricane Irene and the torrential 

downpours of Tropical Storm Lee made way 
for some beautiful late summer sunshine 
just in time for MAC’s flight judging event in 
Hampton. VA, September 9-11. Sixty-nine 
members attended and ten cars were flight 
judged, including 5 C1s, 4 C2s, and 1 C4. In 
addition, there were eight Sportsman displays 
and one 5-Star Bowtie 
display, a 1967 coupe. 
This event gave those 
who attended a preview of 
the Hampton Convention 
Center, the site of the NCRS 
National that MAC will host 
in 2013, and the host hotel, 
the adjacent Embassy 
Suites. A Sunday road 
tour visited some Colonial 
Virginia attractions that will 
be featured as additional 
activities for the National. 

MAC’s Flight Judging Event: Hampton, VA
by Susan Carpenter

The Shape of the Future: The Sportsman 
group is gathered within site of the iconic 
canopy at the entrance to the Hampton 
Convention Center.
Left: Judging Chairman John Yglesias 
convenes the Judges and Owner’s meeting 
before the judging gets underway.

The Judging Field opens 
for business. Above: Vito 
Serrone’s 1958  faces the 
judges.
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Judging Results
Thanks to all for participating in MAC’s flight 
judging event at the Hampton Roads Convention 
Center September 10, 2011. It was a great 
learning experience for the judges and we enjoyed 
beautiful weather. In addition to a presentation 
on the 2013 National Convention, attendees went 
on a tour of the beautiful convention center. The 
Flight Judging results follow.  

—John Yglesias

 Year Owner Award   

 1955 Bunk Johnston Top Flight   

 1955 Mike McCagh Top Flight   

 1958 Vito Serrone 2nd Flight   

 1960 Bob Baird 3rd Flight   

 1963 Reid Newcomb Top Flight   

 1965 KC Strawmyre Top Flight   

 1965 Ellen Strawmyre Top Flight   

 1966 Steve Snyder 2nd Flight   

 1995 Jim Hofferbert 2nd Flight

Above: John Yglesias 
congratulates 
Ron Wilson on his 
Sportsman award.
Right: Sue Strawmyre 
makes sure that  every 
awardee receives an 
extra Subway sub!

One for the Record Book

Bunk Johnston of Virginia Beach, VA has a keen 
recollection of the day he entered a Chevrolet 

dealership in Taunton, MA and saw a bright yellow 
1955 Corvette in a dark corner of the showroom. 
Fifty-six years and several hundred thousand miles 
later, Bunk and his Corvette are still together. The 
car has had an interesting career, including having 
been used as a daily driver for 30 years and been 
registered in many different states. The provenance 
for this Corvette is sterling; Bunk has an impeccable 
archive of every significant record in the car’s life, 
all kept in an impressive binder. Recently restored to 
pristine condition, Bunk earned a Top Flight award 
at the September 10 judging event at Hampton, VA.

Bunk Johnston poses with his one-owner 1955 
convertible.

After 56 years and many thousands of miles, the ‘55 
gets a well-deserved ride home.
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A Trip Back In Time!
by Jim Hofferbert

This year’s chapter road tour started off great. Following 
our chapter judging meet at the Hampton Roads 

Convention Center on Saturday, September 10, fifteen 
members gathered in the lobby of the Embassy Suits the 
next morning to pilot seven Corvettes (and one GM truck) 
through the Colonial Parkway from Yorktown, the sight 
of the Revolutionary War battle, to Jamestown, the first 
permanent English settlement in America.  Unfortunately, 
due to attrition, we never made it all the way to Jamestown, 
but we did enjoy a great lunch in Colonial Williamsburg.

At the drivers meeting Sunday morning, after going through 
several points of information and reviewing the day’s 
events, Jim Hofferbert reminded everyone to remember 
the sacrifice our brave men and women are still making on 
this tenth anniversary of the tragic events of September 11, 
2001. It is because of the dedication our military, police, 
and firefighters show every day that we are able to enjoy the 
wealth and privilege their sacrifice helps provide. Because 
of them we are able to enjoy the blessings of our Corvettes.

Much credit goes to Ron Dill. Not only did he provide 
directions from the Embassy Suites to Yorktown but he also 
shared great insight into the places we visited. He graciously 
took the lead and kept the group together through several 

stop lights, twists and turns until we all arrived as a group 
at the Yorktown Battlefield Visitors Center. The group then 
took close to two hours to soak up the history of the battle 
between the Colonial Army, assisted by the French, and 
the British.  Several in the group enjoyed the short walk 
from the battlefield to the restored town of Yorktown, an 
important port city during colonial times.

While certain members of the group needed get to the 
airport and/or hit the long road for home, others proceeded 
to take in the beautiful scenery along the Colonial Parkway to 
Williamsburg.  Again, thanks to Ron Dill who picked Berrets 
Seafood Restaurant and Taphouse Grill where we enjoyed 
a great lunch. After lunch Ron pointed out some of the 
sights; William and Mary College and the House of Burgess 
were most interesting.  At this point the group dispersed 
and headed home, forgoing the drive to Jamestown. All in 
all it was a great time shared by good friends and fantastic 
Corvettes.  The event stands as a superb prelude to the 
tours which will be available to attendees of the MAC-
sponsored national NCRS convention in 2013. Thanks to 
the level of participation, MAC should once again be eligible 
for the NCRS chapter Top Flight award. So, thanks go to all 
who participated. 

Ron Dill takes the lead through all the twists 
and turns to the Yorktown Battlefield Visitors 
Center where much is learned about the battle 
between the Colonial Army and the British. The 
group enjoys the sights at the restored town 
of Yorktown, an important port city during 
colonial times. After lunch Ron leads the tour 
along the beautiful Colonial Parkway toward 
Williamsburg, pointing out places of historical 
interest, including William and Mary College and 
the House of Burgesses. 

Tour participants enjoy a photo op. Front 
row from left: Diana Gray, Sandy Dill, Jim 
Hofferbert, KC Strawmyre, Martha Baird, 
Bob Baird. Back row from left: Dick Capello, 
Ron Dill, Dave Gray, Sue Strawmyre, Dave 
Brigham, Steven Snyder and Marie Snyder.
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2011 Corvettes at Carlisle
by John Carpenter

Corvettes at Carlisle has come and gone for 2011. 
This year was the 30th anniversary for the event, a big 

milestone to say the least.  According to Carlisle Productions 
this year’s event had an 11% increase in attendance over 
2010.  Even Hurricane Irene couldn’t keep most enthusiasts 
away, although several of us left on Saturday night to avoid 
getting stranded.  One of the biggest events was the unveiling 
of a new Corvette color for 2012 called Carlisle Blue Metallic. 
With the new color, GM has now had 38 different named 
blues for Corvette. There will be more to come I suspect. 
 
Chip’s Choice was an interesting display of “barn finds.” I 
think a lot of us reflected on some of the “projects” we all 
started with over the years. Most of these cars were great as 
time capsules. Every car had a special story to tell, including 
one that was found underneath a New York roller coaster. 
Another highlight was the encore showing of “The Quest.” 
This film has drawn rave reviews and is not to be missed if 
you have the chance to view it. As you know, several MAC 
members played a major role in bringing this movie to life. In 
my opinion, it is very well done. 

The NCRS Gallery outside Gate 1 had many stunning examples 
of Corvette restorations. The Gallery’s primary purpose is to 
enable non-NCRS members to have a better understanding of 
the National Corvette Restorers Society, its goals and objectives. 
Each year the collection is made up of 22 Corvettes. Each 
Corvette represents one of the 17 NCRS Judging Classes, along 
with a Duntov Mark of Excellence Award® winner, a McLellan 
Mark of Excellence Award® winner, an NCRS-Chevrolet Bowtie 

Award® recipient for Preservation Excellence, an American 
Heritage Award® recipient, and a Sportsman Award® Corvette. 
This 11th NCRS Gallery had many beautiful Corvettes including 
John Veen’s stunning 1993.  A short article by John is contained 
in this newsletter.  

Mike Hair coordinated MAC’s Hospitality Tent and, as usual, 
kept it running smoothly.  The Hospitality Tent operates as 
a combination parts-for-sale location, watering hole, and 
socializing center. Mike did a great job answering questions, 
providing directions, and contributing to the helpful chatter. 

Friday night Bill and Joanne Sangrey held a well-attended 
open house.  They are the most hospitable and welcoming 
of hosts and provide significant amounts and varieties of 
food.  Bill also has a large number of interesting cars and 
collectibles to look over. Not the least of the attractions of the 
open house are all the great conversations among attendees.

Saturday night, MAC members enjoyed the 10th Valley Pride 
Restorations Annual Picnic at K.C.’s car barn (a.k.a. “The Old 
Potpourri Factory”) in Shippensburg, PA. This yearly event, 
hosted by K.C, Sue, Ellen, and Slick Strawmeyer, and Mike 
and Connie Hair always includes great food, great friends, 
and lively conversation. Like last year, this picnic was no 
exception. Actually, it’s a good thing this event only occurs 
once a year. If it happened more often many of us wouldn’t fit 
behind the steering wheels of our Corvettes! Donations were 
accepted at the picnic for local youth organizations and the 
NCRS Youth Activities Fund. 

Unfortunately, prior to the picnic I received a call from my 
wife who advised me a tree had just taken out our deck’s 
railing (thanks to Hurricane Irene) so I figured I’d better head 
for home before the next tree limb fell.  However, over 80 
people did stay to enjoy the picnic and that’s a big turnout!

Photos (clockwise 
from bottom photo): 
A fine day dawns over 
the Carlisle Fun Field; 
a barn find—yes, they 
still exist —is on dis-
play; dinner is served 
at the Sangreys’ Open 
House; there’s an 
intruder ‘Cuda in Bill’s 
garage at Windy Hill 
Restorations. 
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NCRS Coke Cans
by Bill Sangrey and Duane Ravenberg

In the Spring 2011, Vol. 29, No. 1 Signal Seeker, Editor- 
in-Chief John Carpenter wrote about the Shippensburg 

MAC Tech Session/Judging School held during March. 
He mentioned that we judged “Coke” cans during that 
event. You might ask “Why? How? To what purpose?” 
Well, here’s more of the story.

Those of you who have attended Regional Judging 
Schools have probably heard National Judging Chairman 
Roy Sinor say “If you apply the NCRS judging process 
you can judge a Coke can.” Personally we’ve heard Roy 
make this statement many times so it has been in the 
back of our minds for a while. We were kicking around 
possible Tech Session subjects one day and Duane 
suggested we have a go at “Judging Coke cans.”

Here’s the scenario if you’ll willingly suspend any feelings 
of disbelief as my high school English teacher would say.

• NCRS is now judging 2010 C6 Corvettes. 

• As a promotion deal during the spring of 2010 GM 
installed a single full 12 ounce can of Coke-Cola in a 
cup holder of each 2010 Corvette built at 
the Bowling Green plant.

• The production date for the car being 
judged was Friday April 23, 2010. 

• Assume the date on the cans is the 

“production date code” and not the expiration date 
as normally understood for beverages.

• Each Coca-Cola can has a part number.

• Each can is a single line item on the 2010 Judging 
sheets with Originality assigned 25 points and 
Condition assigned 20 points.

• The originality of each can is to be judged as to its 
Completeness, Date, Configuration, Installation and 
Finish (CDCIF). Judges must determine the point 
value assignments across the CDCIF matrix. 

• Judges must keep the NCRS Judging 10% rule in 
mind: to receive any Condition points the Coke can 
must receive at least 10% of its originality points 
(i.e., the originality point deduction can not exceed 
22 points to  receive any Condition points). 

• The judges can handle the Coke cans—the “owner” 
said “OK” to that. But the judges need to replace the 
cans in their original positions in the simulated cup 
holders for the next team of judges.

Subsequent to the MAC 
Shippensburg Coke Can judging 
event the Carolina’s Chapter. Duane 
held a judging school where they 
also judged Coke Cans with similar 
positive results.

Take a look at each of the ten sample 
can photos. The captions explain 
the deviations from “Typical of 
production.” The Judging Sheet 
summary offers suggested point 
deductions for each can. After you’ve 
read through this and attended a 
“Coke Can Judging School session 
you’ll be qualified to Judge Coke 
cans on your own. 

• Can #1: Typical of Production. Assign full credit but 
with a deduction for cleanliness.
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• Can #2: Opening tab is turned—
cannot be opened. Can is installed 
upside down. Configuration and 
Installation deducts.

• Can #3: Bead blasted with most but 
not all the finish removed. No date 
visible. Date and Condition deducts.

• Can #4: Empty, tab removed. 
Completeness and Condition deducts.

• Can #5: Empty and crushed. 
Completeness and Condition deducts.

• Can #6: Dated Jan 24, 2011. All other 
cans dated March 15, 2010. Dented, 
Date and Condition deducts.

• Can #7: “Celebration Coke can (i.e., could 
be a “COPO” can, but no documentation). 
Some debate needed here on deducts; 
certainly a Date deduct. Finish or 
Configuration deduct.

• Can #8: Empty and has pin holes. 
Completeness (no beverage) and 
Condition (the pin holes—can itself is 
complete) deducts.

• Can #9: 7 ½ ounce can of Diet Coke. 
Configuration, Finish, and Date deducts. 
Could debate Completeness (i.e., 
beverage volume). View as a “Service 
Replacement”—it is OEM; i.e., a Coca 
Cola product. 

• Can #10: Milwaukee’s Best. Taste is 
questionable but still a full deduct— 
Originality and Condition—10% Rule 
applies). Not an OEM part—same as 
a K-Mart mirror or a Die Hard (Sears) 
battery. Team Leader must review and 
initial Judging sheet. Could be full credit 
if judged in Cumberland, MD... 

Seriously, this is a good teaching tool. The 
session allows the judge to focus on the 
NCRS Judging Standard: As manufactured subject 
to standard dealer prep. And to apply the principles 
of CDCIF while making the “judgments” required 
numerous times on the same judging line item: e.g., 
to differentiate between originality and condition 
deviations, the point value distribution across the 
CDCIF elements, and what is and is not NTP (Not 
Typical of Production). Besides it is a fun exercise.
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PART I:  The “Proper” Bands for a C1 Corvette
(See photos A and B.) These are pictures of one of the 
original bands that came off my springs. Photo C shows 
the new band I installed with the original next to it.  No-
tice that the crimp marks are opposite on the two bands. 
The crimping tool I used for the new band was the gener-
ally assumed “proper” Signode SRC-5823 tool.

I then inspected the leaf springs on my father-in-law’s 
1962 Corvette. This is an original Corvette that Noland 
Adams used as a reference when writing his book (the 
serial number is referenced; see photo D.) The bands 
were facing down, opposite the way I had installed mine, 
but they did contain the crimp mark as produced by the 
SRC-5823 tool.  What, then, was the deal with my origi-
nal bands? I had checked the leaf spring part numbers 
and all appeared correct. Could the Flint assembly plant 
have used different banding tools?

I inspected two cars owned by my father-in-law’s good 
friend. He is also stickler for original cars, and has two 
C1s that are so authentic that they wear their original 

C1 Leaf Spring Band, Seen ‘em All?
by H.P. Sorman

This article covers some tips on putting bands on 
C1 Corvette leaf springs and discusses the author’s 

findings with regards to what is “proper.” But first, a 
brief note about my car: it is a 1960 that my father and I 
purchased as a complete basket case.  Trust me, if it had 
been just about any other car I would have drug it to the 
scrap yard and been happy if they didn’t charge me to 
take it!  Having said that, it was an actual 1960 Corvette, 
with a good title, two tops, 4-speed and most of the parts 
(although many were in boxes, half attached, etc.), and 
the price was something we could afford.

The project has been a long and slow one largely because 
I have limited money, limited time with my family and a 
demanding job.  This means that garage time is precious, 
and I try to make the most of it. Being the genius that I 
am, I decided to “save time” by minimally researching 
the bands. This left me with a concern afterwards that 
I had installed the bands incorrectly. With some good 
reference cars to check, I decided to do some additional 
research (a little late), and came up with some interesting 
results.

Photos A 
and B:
Original 
bands from 
the 1960’s 
springs.

Photo C:
Newly installed  
band with the 
original for 
comparison.

Photo D:               
Leaf springs on 
original 1962.
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paint!  (See photo E so you can drool and dream.)  Yes, 
both the black ‘59 and the silver ‘62 wear the correct 
hubcaps, so these are special cars! Ignoring the wide 
wheels, I crawled underneath to take some pictures. The 
first surprise was that the bands were facing UP on both 
cars. Wow. (See Photo F.) The crimp marks from the 
‘59 are the same as my original crimp marks.  Photo G 
shows the clips from the 1962, which are again facing 
up, and have a similar, but not identical crimp mark.

So what does this all mean? I inspected three cars that I 
have very good reason to believe are correct, untouched 
survivors.  In the three cars, one car had the bands 
facing down and two had the bands facing up. All three 
had slightly different crimp marks, with one matching 
the generally accepted “correct” marks made by the 
SRC-5823 tool.  One car was a ‘59, and two were ‘62s.

I realize that inspecting three cars hardly constitutes 
exhaustive research. But based on these, my guess 
is that C1 band orientation and crimping tools varied 
throughout production.  Assemblers during the time 
probably would have laughed at the fact that somebody 
would be crazy enough to even write an article about 
how they banded the springs! I would think that it is 
likely that the banding operation was not highly technical 
and not scrutinized very closely.  As long as a band held 
the springs together, that was good enough!

PART II:  Some Tips when Banding Springs
The first issue is getting a banding tool.  Corvette Central 
lists the Signode SRC-5823 as the correct banding 
tool.  Thanks to the MAC, I was able to borrow one.  As 
discussed in Part I, there may be other banding tools 
that were used, but I do not know where to get them or 
what part number they carry.

The purpose of these instructions is to document how I 
installed the bands on my 1960 leaf springs, and to pass 
along what I learned. Hopefully, these instructions can 
be of use for others who are performing the operation 
for the first time, as I did.

Description of photos (by number) and my process:
1. I decided to order a Corvette Central spring banding 

kit.  Note that an extra band and clip I received  is not 
shown here, just the materials needed to finish the 
job. The rubber channel has also been cut to size.  I 
found the original rubber from my small bands to be 
slightly smaller than 5 ½ inches, so I cut mine a little 
bit shorter (about 1/8”.) This can leave a gap, but 
that’s the way mine were, and gaps are visible in the 
other original bands I photographed. The ends were 
not carefully cut on my original, so I presume this 
was not a precise operation at the factory!

2. This photo shows refurbished springs with crayon 
marks showing the location for the bands. Note 

Photo E:
Original ‘59 and ‘62 
used for research on 
band orientation and 
crimp marks.

Photo F: Bands are facing 
up on ‘59 and ‘62.
Photo G: Non-identical 
crimp marks on ‘62.
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indentations on the sides of the top exposed leaf 
which help locate the bands.

3. The Corvette Central instructions state to hand close 
the clip before crimping. I took three bands, and then 
gently tapped on the ends of the clip to bend the tabs 
down. I then slid the clip off – see inset picture for 
what it looks like when complete. The reason I used 
three bands was that allowed the clip to slide nicely 
when the two ends of the band were put together.  
Would it have been better to only use two? I don’t 
know, but this worked well for me.

4. This photo demonstrates bending the band around 
the rubber channel and spring. Remember to leave 
enough overlap for the clip. The opening in the rubber 
channel should be on the opposite side of the clip.

5. This is after the clamp operation. After some trial and 
error, I found the following process to work well for 
me (needs 2 people):  (a) get the clip inserted and 
the band ready for tightening, but do not yet tighten 
the band;  (b) open the Signode banding tool, and 
get the jaws inserted in the proper position under 
the clip and over the rubber (if you try to set the tool 
after tightening, it will be very difficult to get the jaws 
under the clip without damaging the rubber channel.) 
Close the jaws just enough to put gentle pressure 
on the clip and hold it in position;  (c) have your 
helper tighten the band; (d) crimp the band using 
the banding tool; (e) your helper can now release 
pressure on the band.

Finally, I cut the excess band length with tin snips. I 
also cleaned up the clips by putting a thin piece of wood 
between the crimps (i.e. same direction as the band runs) 
and tapped on the wood with a hammer.  This reduced a 
slight upward bend that my clips had.

Final Thoughts
I hope that anyone restoring leaf springs will find this 
article useful and interesting.  I welcome comments or 
additional observations.  Many thanks to Lou Terra and 
Buster Dent for allowing me to photograph and include 
their cars in this write up. I have had the pleasure of 
driving two of the three cars referenced in this article, 
and that is one of the best ways to keep the excitement 
going with my long-term project. (If you can’t drive 
your own, mooch off of someone else!) One day I will 
drive the 1960, and I’ll be grinning ear to ear. At that 
point, probably the only band in mind will be the music 
playing on the AM radio!

Opposite page, 
Photo 1: Materials that came with banding springs 
kit from Corvette Central. 
Photo 2: Refurbished springs with marks showing 
band location.
This page, 
Photo 3: Three bands are better than two? 
Photo 4: Bending the band around the rubber 
channel and spring. 
Photo 5: Result after the clamp operation.
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Bob Baird / (804) 368-8465 / envcons@ comcast.net

Engine Stand - 2ea

Hydraulic Engine Crane & Tilter - 2ea

C1 / C2 Body Lifting Jig - 2ea

Solid Axle Rebound Strap Riveting 
Tool

Solid Axle Rear Spring Banding Tool

Engine Start-Up “Dash Board” Box

California Screamin’ 
NCRS Racing DVD

NCRS Training 5 DVD Set 
Judging 101, Ops, Matrix Training, 
Ref Manual, Paint & Fiberglass

Coil Spring Compressor

Mid-Year Trailing Arm Tools

Radiator Stamp Kit 
“GM” “16 CT” “06A CG”

MAC owns a collection of tools and literature, primarily 
unique to Corvette restoration and repair, for use by 
members. Generally these are special use tools needed 
one time during a restoration/repair project. If you have 
any suggestions for other unique tools that would make 
it possible to do your restoration task yourself, let me 
know and I can present your suggestion to the Board 
of Directors.

A NOTE TO OUR READERS
The tools pictured here are available on loan from the MAC Toolbox 
and are for the exclusive use of MAC members. If you would 
like to use one of the tools for Corvette restoration and repair 
and are not currently a member of NCRS Mid-Atlantic Chapter, 
we invite you to go to http://www.ncrsmac.org/index.htm. Click 
on Join MAC and enjoy all the benefits of MAC membership.

Co n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
to MAC Member 

John Veen for earning 
a Dave Hill Mark of 
Excellence Award at the 
NCRS National in Novi, 
Michigan in July. For 
those members who are 
unfamiliar with the Dave 
Hill Mark of Excellence 
Award, it is the 
equivalent of the Duntov 
and McClellan Mark of 
Excellence Awards. The 
requirements are as 
follows:

  • Attain a score of 97.0 or above at a NCRS 
Regional judging event; 

• Pass the Performance Verification test; and, 

• Attain a score of 97.0 or above (without any 
mileage points) at an NCRS National judging 
event.  

John earned his award with his 1993 40th 
Anniversary convertible which has 55,000 miles. 
As far as we know, this is the first Dave Hill Mark 
of Excellence Award awarded to a MAC Member.

As a follow-on to John’s Dave Hill Mark of 
Excellence Award, his 1993 40th Anniversary 
convertible was one of twenty-two cars displayed 
in the NCRS Gallery at Corvettes at Carlisle in 
late August, 2011. This year’s NCRS Gallery 
was the eleventh year the gallery has been 
open. Translated, that means that approximately 
two hundred and forty NCRS Corvettes have 
appeared in the NCRS Gallery at Corvettes at 
Carlisle. It also means that selection for the 
Gallery is a very special and great honor.

Our congratulations to John for his Award and 
also for displaying his convertible in the NCRS 
Gallery XI. Both awards are well-deserved.

MAC Member Earns 
Dave Hill Mark of 
Excellence Award

MAC member John Veen, 
shown here at the 2010 
National in Charlotte, NC
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Trip to the 2011 NCRS National Convention        
by John Veen

The NCRS National Convention in Novi, Michigan 
demonstrated the talents of the NCRS Michigan 

Chapter and featured many outstanding Corvettes of 
all vintages. Additionally, the activities for non-car 
participants were also enjoyable events.

On my trip to Novi, I caravanned with Rick Aleshire, the 
Judging Chairman of the  Mason-Dixon Chapter, who 
drove his ’63 ZO6 fuel injected split window coupe.  We 
also intended to caravan with John Yglesias, the MAC 
Judging Chairman and John St. Peter, the NCRS ’56-
’57 National Team Leader. However, we did not meet up 
with them until the second day because we ended up 
taking different routes. This was due to NOT executing 
our pre-determined plan. This journey was not without 
excitement. 

My ’93 40th Anniversary convertible was packed to 
capacity because it was scheduled to be judged for my 
Dave Hill Mark of Excellence award. The excitement 
centered on Rick’s ’63 ZO6 and the amount of gas it uses 
compared to my ’93. Although Rick and I were in virtually 
constant communication via walkie-talkies, Rick ran out 
of gas, and because he would not leave his car (which 
is completely understandable given the uniqueness and 
value of the Corvette), I  went searching for a gas can 
and gas. After receiving directions to a local 7-Eleven 
from a police officer, I purchased a gas can and one 
and a half gallons of gas and returned approximately 30 
minutes later. However, I was concerned because, as we 
all know, fuelies that run out of gas are not the easiest 

Corvettes to re-start. After about nine or ten attempts, 
the ’63 fired and we were back on the road again (with 
another stop at the gas station). 

With that crisis behind us and dusk approaching, we had 
another issue which I had mentioned to Rick earlier.  His 
rear license plate mounting appeared to be loose.  When 
I mentioned it to Rick, he indicated he would fix it when 
we got to the hotel that night. Everything seemed fine 
until out of the blue the license plate simply slid off the 
rear of the ’63 and onto the shoulder of the road. As 
we were in a construction zone on the Ohio Turnpike, 
I wasn’t about to stop to find the plate and fortunately 
Rick wasn’t either. So we just continued on to the 
hotel where we met John and John (Yglesias and St. 
Peter). The following day we headed to Novi, which was 
approximately an hour away, and the remainder of our 
travels was without incident except for the fact that Rick 
did not have a rear license plate on his car.

Once we arrived at the NCRS National in Novi, Rick 
switched the front plate to the rear of the ’63 for the trip 
home. On the return trip we were not bothered by any 
law enforcement personnel.

Although the trip to the NCRS National in Novi, Michigan 
had its somewhat traumatic episodes, it made for a 
couple of interesting stories and gave me the opportunity 
to share some of the funny things that can happen on 
road trips with vintage Corvettes.

Corvettes in formation before the ride 
at General Motors Proving Grounds 
during 2013 NCRS National in Novi, 
Michigan

PHOTO: JOHN WAGGONER
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Western Region Road Tour August 18th, 2011
by Ron Wilson

2013 National Convention Update
by John Yglesias

Planning continues for the National Convention.  
Organizationally, the event has been divided into five 

separate areas: Cars headed by Bill Sangrey, Facilities / 
On-Site Events led by Duane Ravenberg, Off-Site Activities 
managed by John & Suzanne Veen.  Administration and 
Promotions & Sponsors are currently open.

Some exciting off-site activities have been identified.  
These include a harbor tour of the navy base, the Air 
& Space Museum, Jamestown Settlement and the 
Williamsburg Winery.  We have also seen several locations 
that could be used as assembly points for the Road Tour.  

Additional venues such as the battleship Wisconsin and 
the cruise ship Spirit of Norfolk were suggested by MAC 
members during the tour of the convention center.  We 
are always looking for more off-site activities so please 
send the Veens or me your thoughts.  One thing was 
very apparent from our explorations, there is lots to do 
in the Hampton area.  

Find out more about the activities at the MAC annual 
meeting.  We will be discussing a promotional video. 
Who knows, you could be a movie star! 

The tour started at the Western Maryland Railroad 
Station in Cumberland. We traveled the 200 year- 

old National Trail (Route 40) through town passing 
through the Narrows which was one of the reasons 
Cumberland was chosen for the trail as the easy 
access to the west was through Narrows. The next 
historic site was west of LaVale on Route 40. This is 
one of the original Toll Houses used to collect tolls to 
help pay for the road. Going west we drove through 
Historic Frostburg which was a key stop along the 
trail and also the western terminus of the Railroad, the 
Depot. Heading west to Long Stretch which is where 
the Hen House is located our final destination. Long 
Stretch was a piece of the Road that was treacherous 
during the winter months as it was a long stretch of 
the road susceptible to huge snow drifts (20+ feet 

deep at times) during the winters. The Hen House 
was originally a type of boarding house along this 
stretch of road.

We enjoyed the food and atmosphere at the Hen 
House with Gary Warn one of the owners. As you can 
see we had our share of Maryland Hard Shell crabs 
and all of the other trimmings available. Corvettes 
were lined up in the parking lot and shining as many 
people stopped to take pictures and look them over.  

Bill Herbaugh made a call to the Bonneville fliers, KC, 
Dave and Doc McCagh who were heading home with 
Casper the 200 MPH 56 Corvette. They were around 
the Chicago area at the time. Bill wanted to rub it in a 
little as to what they were missing at the Hen House.
The Hen House welcomes their return.
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter
National Corvette Restorers Society

Membership Renewal
2011

Delivery of the
MAC Signal Seeker Newsletter:

Electronically / Soft Copy (Default)

U.S. Postal Service / Hard Copy

Electronically / Soft Copy (Default)

U.S. Postal Service / Hard Copy

Delivery of the
MAC Membership Roster:

Electronically / Soft Copy (Default)

U.S. Postal Service / Hard Copy

Please choose one of the following options for Future MAC Renewals:

NCRS # (Required)

Corvettes (Years) Currently Owned

Email Address @

Home Phone Work/Cell Phone

City State Zip +4 -

Address

Name Spouse

Annual Calendar Year Dues - $30.00

$25.00 for 1 Year, $50.00 for 2 Years if Postmarked by Jan. 15, 2011 
Make check payable to Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS and mail to:

MAC/NCRS
Reid Newcomb, Membership Chairman

5387 Royal Mile Boulevard
Salisbury, Maryland 21801-2324



5387 Royal Mile Boulevard
Salisbury, MD 21801-2324

INSIDE:
Fall Chapter Meet in 
Hampton, VA


